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SUPPLEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR 1957

Royal Enfield < -

IGNITION SYSTEM

Current models of the “500 Twin” have ignition and lighting by an
alternator, coil and distributor.

The alternator is housed in the primary chain case, the rotor being
held to the driving shaft by a single nut with a lock washer. The stator
is held to the back of the chain case by three nuts. <

On the engine shaft there is an adaptor to take the rotor and it
is possible to fit this adaptor in either of two positions, making a
difference of half a revolution.

TIMING THE IGNITION

Fit the stator with the leads from it on the inside, facing the back
of the chain case. Turn the engine until the left-hand piston is at top
dead centre of the firing stroke. Put the rotor adaptor on the shaft
with the keyway in the 12 o’clock position. Fit the rotor. With the parts
in these positions easy emergency starting will be achieved.

Stacken the clamp bolt, which holds the distributor to the housing
at the back of the timing case. Turn the distributor body until the
points are just breaking with the left-hand piston 1/32” before top dead
centre. The automatic ignition control gives a fully retarded ignition
point when at rest. With the ignition points closed, the ammeter will
show a discharge and the point at which they open will be revealed by
the ammeter needle returning to zero. This is a more accurate method
of determining the breaking of the contact points than using 2 feeler
or pigce of paper between the points.

In the event of a general overhaul where complete dismantling has
taken place, the distributor driving chain should be fitted as nearly as
possible to the position at which the contact points should open. The
fine adjustment of the timing may then be carried out as detailed above.

The ignition switch is in the side of the toolbox and shows positions
marked Emergency, Off and Ignition. Always switch back to “IGN”
when a start has been made on the Emergency position. In the Ca<quette
head is the lighting switch which shows positions marked “OFF”, “L”,
and “H”; these are self explanatory and there is a dipper switch on the
teft handlebar for dipping the headlight.

This Supplement must be used in conjunction with Instruction Book,
ref. 447 (3rd Edition) covering “500 Twin”.
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