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The wvictorious ROY AL ENFIELD 1953 Team: Johnny
Brittain (Trophy), Don Evans (VVase A) and Jack Stocker
(Trophy), all mounted on ** 500 Twins.”

The World’s
Toughest
Motor-Cycle Event

T HE INTERNATIONAL SIX DAYS' TRIAL

is acknowledged as the longest and  most

strenuous of all motor cvcle competitions, and
the winning of a gold medal in this event (awarded
for completing the course without loss’of marks)
is esteemed the highest honour-in-the world of
motor, cyele trials.. And no wonder, for the main
ingredients. of the * International 7 (ever since its
inception forty years ago) have always been rough
mountain tracks, water splashes, loose stones and
rocks, steep - hills, ~hairpin bends, slimy mud or
choking dust—depending on the prevailing weather
conditions—and a total distance of anything up to
1,500 ymiles.  To add to an already arduous week,
the whole contest is run on a series of rigidly
enforced time schedules which are so calculated as
to allow insufficient time for anything but the very
hastiest adjustments and maintenance if the com-
petitor is to avoid loss of marks for lateness at the
frequent time checks. The rougher sections of the

b course are interspersed with many miles of fast
G| road work—where “ flat out” speeds are required
| if the tight time schedules are to be maintained, and
L there is a final speed test of one hour’s duration to
test the capabilitics of each machine and to decide
We are indebted to “ The Motor Cycle” and * Motor the destination of team awards in the event of more
{,‘_\‘('lf“.{) Y fﬁ‘?’ various ﬁ]lOngi’ﬂ'[’lIJ‘ T’L“ﬁ?’(l(hl{'t‘d on these pages. than one team ren]ainiﬂg unpenaliged'
| |




It needs no expert on the subject of motor
cvcle sport to realise that any machine which proves
itself capable of carrying its rider safely through to
the finish of an International Six Days’ Trial is
possessed of a performance and reliability far in
excess of normal requirements, a fact which in
itself affords the owner the comforting knowledge
that for ordinary every-day use his machine has a
“ safety margin ” second to none.

The performance of Royal Enfield motor cycles
in the “ International ” is outstanding, and on no
less than four occasions has this event witnessed the
debut of a new model. In 1948, when the trial
was held in the Italian Alps, the new “ 350 Bullet ”
made its first appearance and two of these machines
(in the capable hands of Vie Brittain and Charlie

Royal Enfield riders in the 1948 event. Left to right:
Charlie Rogers and Vic Brittain (Trophy Team members),
Tom Ellis (reserve) and Jack Stocker (Vase A team).
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Jack Stocker in the speed test at San Remo, at the con-
clusion of the 1948 Trial.

Rogers) were chosen by the Auto-Cycle Union to
represent (reat Britain in the “ Trophy” team.
Sclected for the “ Vase” team was Jack Stocker,
on the 500 c.c. Model J, and this trio of Royal
‘nfields completed the course unpenalised. Con-
ditions that year were so hectic that the trial was
known as the Italian ““ Grand Prix,” and any
machine which stood up to such prolonged high-
speed hammering on rough surfaces was indeed a
fine example of British workmanship. Great Britain
won the coveted “ Trophy,” and British prestige
was given a splendid boost throughout the world.
Both Vic Brittain and Charlie Rogers had
represented their country in pre-war *°Inter-




Frank  Carey and his
passenger on his 11-year-
old Royal Enfield outfit,
the only 350 c.c. sidecar
entrant to win a gold
medal in 1949 by com-
pleting the trial without
loss of marks.

nationals,” and Vic decided that 1948 should be his
last year of active competition work. Charlie elected
to carry on for one more year, and 1949 again
found him a member of the victorious British
“Trophy 7 team, on his “350 Bullet.”" Jaeck
Stocker was again chosen for the “Vase” team,
and these two—in company with Stan Holmes—
won a Manufacturer’s Team Award for ‘Royal
Enfields. The trial was staged in Wales that vear,
and again in 1950—and on both occasions five
Roval Enfields got through with ““clean sheets 7 (a
particularly meritorious achievement in 1950, when
such appalling weather conditions prevailed that a
mere 38 gold medals were awarded out of 213
starters !).  Now it was Jack Stocker’s turn to
graduate to the “ Trophyv” team, and British
supremacy in the realm of motor cycle sport was
emphasised by a sweeping victory. Iighteen-year-
old Johnny Brittain—son of the famous Vie—

i Three of these machines- again ridden by Jack

entered the picture that vear, and on his “ 350
Bullet ” gained a gold medal in company with Jack
Stocker and Stan Holmes.

Lasily the fastest three-fifties in the British
teams, these “ Bullets " had covered themselves with
glory for 1948, 1949 and 1950. Roval Enfields were
not content to rest on their past successes, however,
and for 1951 their contribution 'to maintaining
British prestige was the now famous “ 500 Twin.”

Stocker, Stan Holmes and Johnny Brittain—formed
the victorious-Roval Enfield team and a fourth 500
Twin " in/the hands of Borje'\Nystrom (thé popular
Swedish rider) was equally successful. ~As a debut

1949, Wales: Charlie Rogers (* 350 Bullet”) negotiating

the Abergweswyn water splash in the hearl of the Welsh

mountains. The approach to the siream is typical of the
rough going encountered throughout the trial.
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A vivid dmpression of B. Nystrom, the Swedish rider, who
won a gold wmedal in the strenwous 1950 Trial.

of an entirely new model, this must surely have
been as outstanding as any in recent miotor cycle
history, and for the second year in succession Jack
Stocker was a member of the victorious British
“Trophy ” team. Another feather in the proud
Enfield cap was occasioned that year by the fact
that out of all the 350 c.c. machines competing at
the higher (*team schedule”) speed, two Roval
Enfield “ Bullets ™ were alone in accomplishing this
admittedly difficult task without loss of marks—the
successful riders being Chick Gibson and Bill
Clarke (members of the *“ Vase"” team fielded by
the Motor Cycle Union of Treland). The trial was
again staged in Italy, and some particularly vile

1950: J. V' Brittain, cornering _at speed during the final
test at Lppynt.

1950 : .n'urku Stocker (“ 350 Bullet”) carefully picks his
way along the slippery bed of Warn-y-Sadfa.
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road surfaces were encountered—but it only served
to lend emphasis to the fact that we stood a better
chance of winning when conditions were really
tough.

Although, by virtue of the British “ Trophy ”
victory in 1951, Great Britain was entitled to
organise the International Six Days” Trial for 1952,
the Auto-Cycle Union elected not to avail them-
selves of the opportunity, and the event was held in
Austria.  Very extreme changes of temperature and
almost ceaselessly wet weather resulted in wholesale
loss of marks, and although, on this occasion, Great
Britain failed to bring home the * Trophy,” a Royval
Infield was one of the three DBritish “ Trophy ”
machines to finish a disastrous week unpenalised.
Jack Stocker was the rider in question, and his
mount was the newly introduced * Meteor 7007
—s0 that 1952 marked vet another successful debut

.
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123, Hialy: c',z[idi.'(;ibm”, (}1‘30 l:'unet‘]/(.g?m Wave oo 1951: Jack Stocker (“500 Twin) on one of the many
€CGTUNG: ORE O he (e, LHeckd. sections which really tested front and rear suspension.
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W. Clarke (lrish Vase Team) amid the wmountainous
terrain  and  extremely rough voad surfaces which
characterised the 1951 event in [taly.
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1951:  Rudolf Nystrom (Sweden)
displays confidence in the road-holding
qualities of his “ 350 Bullet.”

1951:  Altitude \ 2,000  ft~—with JTohnay Britfain (500
Twin ) ynaking very sure over this\tricky section.

for a Roval Enfield even though for once the fates
were unkind to. Great Britain. Not so much as a
solitary ** works " team-ecompleted the week without
loss of marks, so the severitv of the 1952 “ Inter-
national " avas self-evident.

Only twice, post-war, have two machines of
the same-make been chosen to represent Great
Britain”in the “ Trophy " team. In 1948 it had
heen Vic Brittain and Charlie Rogers on their ““ 350
Bullets,” and for 1953 it was Jack Stocker and
Johnny Brittain (now a hardened veteran of 21 !)
who were entrusted to play their part in the all-
important task of regaining the “ Trophy " on this
vital occasion when the I.S.D.T. was staged in
Czechoslovakia. In addition to these two “ Trophy
teamsters, Don Evans was chosen to represent
Great DBritain in the “ Vase " team—all three riders
mounted on 500 Twins.” Sweden selected the




Johnny Brittain  using the
power of his “ 3500 Twin”
on one of the many arduous
climbs encountered in
Austria, in 1952,

Jack Stocker. (“ Meteor 700°) faces another tough section
as _he leaves a time-check n/weather conditions typical of
the 1952 event.

newly introduced “ 500 Bullets” for their “ Vase ”
teamsters. (Borje Nystrom, Rudolph Nystrom and
Ake Flgebrandt). All six Enfield exponents com-
pleted” the arduous 1,500-mile course—at a higher
speed schedule than had ever been imposed in the
““ International ” before—without mechanical trouble,
but Elgebrandt had the misfortune to find himself
among the group of competitors who were involved
in a melee on a particularly severe hill where the
unavoidable delay resulted in loss of marks for late
arrival at the next time check.

Apart from this, the 1953 LS.D.T. was a
triumph for Roval Enfield riders and for Great
Britain.  Victorious for the 16th time out of the 28
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speed and confidence along the bed of a stream.

N e
1953 Czechoslovakia: Johnny Brittain (500N Twin”), a [953: Deep sand and dusty tracks were typical of much of
L member of the victorious Trophy .’e’am travelling with the course in Lastern Czechoslovakia.

they yet again won a Manufacturer’s Team Prize—

occasions on which the International Six Days’ the third for Royal Enfield in the past five years

i ['rial has been organised, the British “ Trophy ” —and the total “bag” was five gold medals and

' team finished an eventful week unscathed. As a one silver medal (all at “team” schedule).

| member of the winning team, Jack Stocker collected F Since 1948, then, there have been no fewer

i his sixth successive gold medal for a faultless per- ' than 26 Roval Enfields which have completed the
formance, and voung Johnny Brittain carried the : International Six Days’ Trials without the loss of

burden of his responsibility with outstanding skill a single mark. These machines, comprising six
and determination. In company with Don Ivans, different models (ranging from [Frank Carey's
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1953: Swedish Vase Team
member  Ake  Elgebrandt
(“500 Bullet™) wmakes a

clean ascent of owne of the

worst  Halls in  the Trial,
under the eves of a packed
gallery.

53: Cze T
strewn tracks—Rudolf Nystrom, Swedish Vase Team (* 500
Bullet”), takes them n his stride.

I1-year-old 350 c.c. sidecar outfit to Jack Stocker’s
powerful “ Meteor 7007) have between them
covered close on 70,000 miles. And what miles
those were ! Every one of them covered at high
speed—the vast majority along precipitous mountain
roads and cart tracks—with the additional handicap
of choking dust in Italy and Czechoslovakia, and
seemingly limitless rain in Wales and Austria. Steep
hills, loose surfaces, punishing rock outcrops, deep
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1953: Jack Stocker loses wno time along a deeply rutied 3 b . . B il
woodland track. .

fords, blind bends, slimyv cobbles . . . How many
gear changes, how many sudden brake applications,
how many moments of “flat out” engine revving
in those 70,000 strenuous miles ?

Twenty-six machines, some of them  pukka
“works " entries and some of them no more than
a reliable means of everyday transport for. the
private owner ! A mixed bag, certainly, yet all
possessed of that same vital factor—1009, depend-
abilitv.  We might pardonably expect the works-
prepared machines of famous competition riders to
complete their arduous tasks without a falter, but
when the non-professional competitor also gains his ' 7953 -

ICIL | ( ) : : A confident passage of a tough section by Borje
objective with flving colours it becomes obvious that Nystrom, Swedish Vase Team (500 Bullet”).

a motor cvcle which will stand up to the punishing
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1953: Don Lwvans, British Vase “B” Team, wmakes ‘a fast
and safe ascent of a rock-strewn hillside.

conditions imposed in an International Six Days’
Trial will be more than equal to any normal
requirements. Nobody in his right mind would
embark upon 70,000 miles of rough mountain track
at break-neck speeds—but what satisfying reassur-
ance there 1s in the knowledge that one’s Royal
Infield is fully capable of proving itself more than
equal to these freak conditions. The most fastidious
and exacting owner could scarcely seek greater
proof of performance and reliability.
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